
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Letter January 2014 
 

 
FRIENDS OF BRIDES' MOUND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
We are meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 10th March, 2014 at the Library of Avalon, The Courtyard 

2-4 High Street, Glastonbury. 
We hope that as many of our Friends attend as possible. Refreshments will be available. 

 
 

IMBOLC – 1st February, 2014 - CELEBRATIONS IN GLASTONBURY 
 
White Spring: 9.30am doors open, 10am doors closed for the Celebration of Light Ceremony, 10.30am doors open 
followed by celebrations outside and the opening of the side gate into Chalice Well. 
Chalice Well: 10am – 1pm Wheel of the Year Festival (Meditation)  
Free Admission to the Gardens between 10 am and 12noon We will be gathering at the Well Head at 12pm for 
celebration and meditation until 12:30. At 12:30 there will be a fire on the Lower Lawn for informal ’conversation’.  
Imbolc Walk to Brides Mound: 1pm meet at the White Spring. Led by Serena Roney-Dougal for the Friends of 
Brides Mound. 
Ceremony on Brides Mound: 2.30pm Bridie's Fire Circle and Prayers for Healing, Friends of Brides' Mound. 
 

IMBOLC 
 
Imbolc (pronounced 'im'olk' also known as Oimelc) comes from an Irish word that was originally thought to mean 
'in the belly' although many people translate it as 'ewe's milk' (oi-melc). 
Imbolc was one of the cornerstones of the Celtic calendar. For them the success of the new farming season was of 
great importance. As winter stores of food were getting low Imbolc rituals were performed to harness divine energy 
that would ensure a steady supply of food until the harvest six months later.  Like many Celtic festivals, the Imbolc 
celebrations centred around the lighting of fires. Fire was perhaps more important for this festival than others as it 
was also the holy day of Brigid (also known as Bride, Brigit, Brid), the Goddess of fire, healing and fertility. The 
lighting of fires celebrated the increasing power of the Sun over the coming months. For the Christian calendar, this 
holiday was reformed and renamed 'Candlemas' when candles are lit to remember the purification of the Virgin 
Mary.    
                                                              http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/imbolc.shtml 
 
 

VISITORS TO BRIDE'S MOUND 
 
“Smoke Signals” January 2013 No.23, the Newsletter for the White Eagle Lodge, Star Centre South West, a well 
known spiritual organisation founded in 1936, featured an article on their walk to Bride's Mound, following the 
tradition of pilgrims meeting here, known as the Gateway to Avalon, before proceeding to the Tor. The White 
Eagle Lodge members held a ceremony on the Mound followed by cakes and drinks.  It is heart-warming to know 
that other spiritual organisations honour the sacred nature of the land as we do and use and enjoy this beautiful 
place. 
                                         Jane Marshall December 2013 
 
We have now repaid all personal loans that we received in order to purchase the land and would like to take 
the opportunity to thank all those who contributed. 
 
 
 



OLIVIA ROBERTSON 1917-2013 
 
Olivia Robertson, a co-founder of the Fellowship of Isis, passed away peacefully on 14th November, 2013. Olivia 
was a Priestess of Bridget and ran the Circle of Brigid from her home at Clonegal Castle in Eire. Olivia was a 
Friend of Bride's Mound who took great interest in our activities and progress and promoted us whenever she could, 
especially on her visits to the USA. Olivia was present on Bride's Mound in July 2004 when Sisters Mary and Rita 
brought the perpetual flame to Bride's Mound from Solas Bhridie in Kildare, Eire as part of the Goddess 
Conference. Olivia will be missed. 

“Deep Peace of the running wave to you, Deep Peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep Peace of the quiet earth to you, Deep Peace of the silent stars to you 

And from Bridget of the mantle, Deep Peace.” 
Jane Marshall, Dec. 2013 

 
When asked in an interview, what her message to the world was, Olivia replied: “Be happy now. Don’t worry about 
if you were happy yesterday, or whether you will be happy tomorrow. . . eternity is between seconds. You find 
Deity, the Goddess, the God, now.  And your home becomes your sanctuary.  You have a sanctuary as your hearth 
– a candle, one candle, a stick of incense, wherever you are is Heaven. That’s what my message is – yes – wherever 
you are, should be Heaven.”                    
                     http://www.fellowshipofisis.com/oliviarobertson.html 

 
 

LAND MANAGEMENT 
 
Recently developers cut down a row of trees at the entrance to Bride’s Mound and along their side of the NE 
boundary of the Chapel Field.  Unfortunately because the County only have access rights to the Mound, they were 
not informed of the tree cutting that happened last month. They are in communication with the developer about 
possible changes to the access and we will be meeting with the County in February.  I intend to suggest that we 
plant new tree within the Chapel field boundary in order to replace those that have been felled and have begun 
enquiries with TCV with regards to possible tree planting grants. 
 
As soon as weather permits we shall be installing the commemorative bench kindly donated by Serena  
Roney-Dougal (as illustrated in previous news letter).  
After offering people the opportunity to express their views with regards to moving the marker stone it has been 
decided to leave it in it’s current position. 
 

BADGERS 
 
A badger cull in Dorset is looking "increasingly likely", the county's police and crime commissioner says. 
Martyn Underhill said he believed a cull could happen next year despite similar moves in Gloucestershire and 
Somerset not meeting their targets. It is thought culls in those counties cost more than £2.5m in policing. 
Mr Underhill admitted the subject was controversial and said he believed a cull in Dorset would be "unsettling" to 
the community.  Government ministers and the National Farmers' Union believe culling badgers will curb TB in 
cattle. Opponents say shooting the animals is not effective. 
If you want to look at the Government’s position yourself go to … 
https://www.gov.uk/search?q=badger&tab=government-results 


